
THE CARLISLE 
HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY SPRING 2017 NEWSLETTER 

Volume 10 Issue 1 Review of FALL 2016 Events:   

Election of Officers took place at the October meeting. Newly elected 
officers are: President: Deb Mears, Vice President: Sue Tillapaugh, 
Secretary: Cindi Shelly and Treasurer: Chris Keefer. Two Trustees 
were elected: Noel Short and Kim Timer. Thanks to all who 
volunteered their time and efforts for the Historical Society and thanks 
to all who participated in the voting.  

History Fair Renewed: CHS was represented at the old Stone Fort’s 
History Fair after an absence of a few years. Volunteers created and 
manned a booth themed “The Caves of Carlisle.” The exhibit featured 
a display of Carlisle’s dramatic caves, and a cave crawl simulator, 
which was borrowed from the Knox Historical Society. The “Gun 
Barrel” is a two part wooden apparatus that is actually used to train 
cavers and to simulate the tight spaces often encountered in wild caves 
(don’t go in alone, ever). After graciously allowing the use of their 
cave equipment to enhance the display, volunteers Scott Keefer and 
Erica Bornhoft stayed for the whole day Saturday, manning the booth, 
demonstrating the techniques of the “Gun Barrel” and answering all 
sorts of questions from fair-goers. The interactive display was a hit 
with kids and grown-ups; we had dozens of visitors over the two day 
event, great weather and lots of fun. Many thanks to Jackie Turnquist 
and Dave Keefer for setting up, breaking down and manning the 
booth! 

Please note: All evening programs will now 
begin at 7 PM 

Dr. Milt Sernett began the October program about cheese making in New 
York with a nursery rhyme, and had the audience fill in the blanks: “Little 
Miss Muffet sat on a ….? Eating her curds and …? Along came a…?” Then he 
went on to say that he had no idea what all that meant! But he did know a lot 
about the cheese making industry in NYS. He provided a candid lecture 
about “The Story of the Era when NYS Cheese was King.” It seems that 
Peterboro, NY was the cradle of the Holstein breed of cows, who produced 
superior milk for making cheese. A gentlemen by the name of Gerritt Smith 

SPRING PROGRAMS 

 

March 8: Ted Shuart 
“Hotels and Taverns of 
Schoharie County” 

April 12: Kevin Berner and 
Kaylee Brant  “Ancestors 
on Opposite Sides of the 
Revolution” 

May 10: Dave Hubbard 
“Current Research on 
Cooperstown and 
Baseball”     

May 13: “Carlisle’s 10th 
Annual Birding Tour”  

  

 

Erica Bornhoft demonstrating the Gun 
Barrel simulator at History Fair in 
October.  



Miller, along with Jared VanWagenen were instrumental in the early propagation of Holsteins. Cheese making was a farm 
chore (that sometimes didn’t turn out too well) until it was standardized in 1851 by a man named Jesse Williams who 
invented a factory system, producing uniform quality cheese, especially cheddar cheese, by pooling milk resources from 
several farms. Delta NY has the second oldest cheese factory; there was a 
cheese market in Little Falls and Dr. Sernett had a colorized photograph of 
the Harrison Factory in Little Falls. 

The factory system grew; a “cheese crescent” was identified as a region 
stretching from the southern tier into the North Country. “Big cheeses” 
began to be produced. Some of the largest cheeses were put on display at 
NYS Fair in 1939- a wheel of cheese that weighed 12 tons! Dr. Sernett 
offered several of his books for sale. He has written four. He plans to come 
back in the fall 2017 Historical Society series.  

Bears in Alaska: The audience at the Carlisle Historical Society enjoyed a 
lively and fascinating presentation in September of an up close and personal 
photographic journey to the McNeil River Sanctuary in Alaska. Professional 
photographers, Lou and Angie Berchielli, residents of Schoharie County 
shared their experiences observing and photographing the brown bears that 
inhabit the wildlife preserve.  The couple has made two trips to the 
sanctuary by winning an annual lottery operated by the Alaska conservation 
department.  The most recent trip in June 2014 netted 6000-7000 film 
images and the experience of tenting along the banks of the McNeil River for 
6 days.  

The bears fish for salmon in the river and converge in large numbers. Lou 
and Angie said that they observed up to 70 bears at one time scattered along the banks of the river.  Large male bears, 
females with cubs and adolescent bears all were engaged in fishing and for the most part take the humans in stride. State 
conservation department staff members conduct tours for a limited number of photographers, who must be willing to 
spend 6 days of tenting with no electrically, limited changes of clothing, and changes in weather conditions.  The tour 
group is flown into the area and has access to a wooden cabin for cooking.  Each participant was limited to 250 pounds of 
gear which included any camera equipment and food choices.  Angie explained that a person can get creative when it is 
necessary to use the same clothes for five days.  Each group of about 12 people had to remain in tight groups while out 
photographing the bear activity for safety purposes.  The guides explained that a bear was less likely to charge a tight knit 
group of people.  Extreme caution was necessary when a female with cubs was in sight as the cubs tended to be curious 
about the people and the mother quite defensive. 

The photographs 
were spectacular and 
as an added treat 
included shots of 
Denali National Park 
and the wildlife 
living in the 
sanctuary.  A 
camping trip to the 
national park 
included a 21 day 
adventure.  Nineteen 
of those nights were 
spent in  
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Bears (continued) pup tents Angie mentioned.  A question and answer 
period completed the evening with the assurance from Lou and Angie that 
they would enter the lottery again in a heartbeat. 

Meta Watts (November) presented a wonderful program about her beautiful book 
“It’s a Hard Life. It’s a Good Life.” Meta calls herself a compiler; a person who 
lamented the passing of the family farm and who wanted to preserve some of the 
sights, sounds and stories of family farms in our county. She grew up on a small 
family farm in Gardner, Ulster Co., NY and she reminisces that the whole town was 
made up of family farms. Sadly, she reports that here are no longer any farms in 
Gardner.  Her book includes pictures in stark black and white of farm buildings in the 
county. There are also photos of the families who operate these small business and 
even though their photos are also in black in white, there is no lack of warmth and 
pride in their faces. Carlisle’s own Ruth and Art Graulich are featured. 
Congratulations to Meta for the production of the book, to her for having sold all 400 
copies very quickly and to the family farms for being featured.  

Looking Forward to Fall 2017… save the dates 

Sept. 13 7 PM Chris Keefer  “Lime Kilns in Carlisle 

Oct. 11 7 PM Milt Sernett “Farm”      Dr. Sernett’s newest book     on 
agricultural history featuring Jared Van Wagenen. 

Nov. 8  7 PM Linda and Erik Brown Wildlife Rehabbers in Schoharie 
County.  

 
The Old Stone Fort History Fair Booth 
featuring the caves of Carlisle, caving 
equipment and actual cavers on hand to 
generate interest, answer questions and 
demonstrate the cave crawl. 
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